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PRESS RELEASE 




                              26 February 2008

HOUSING STATISTICS MAKE FOR DISAPPOINTING READING
Time for action say home builders

 
For those directly involved in the delivery of new homes, helping to meet the Scottish Government’s objective of significantly increasing housing supply, the latest housing statistics make for disappointing reading.

 

The figures show a consistent drop in the number of new homes being started in the first three-quarters of 2007 and a 10% fall in those completed in Q3 2007 compared with the same period a year earlier.

 

Jonathan Fair, Chief Executive of Homes for Scotland, the organisation which represents companies building 95% of the country’s new homes, said:

 

“The home building industry is ready to step up to the plate in terms of meeting the Government’s target on providing new homes; but in direct contrast the burdens placed on the industry continue to increase and huge blockages remain in the planning system.  The Government is committed to modernising Scotland’s planning system, but the reality on the ground is that frontline reform could take up to ten years to implement. Government, both national and local, has to act now to remove impediments to development if it is really serious about dealing with the problem of chronic underinvestment in housing.  

 

The responsibility for the blockages in production rest fairly and squarely with local authorities and key infrastructure providers such as Transport Scotland.  Councils need to increase the amount of development they promote in partnership with the private sector and stop attempting to put the brakes on private investment.”

Ends

For further information please contact:

Jennifer Kennedy / Beth Hocking, Homes for Scotland. Tel:  0131 455 8350 
Notes to the Editor:

1.
Homes for Scotland (www.homesforscotland.com) represents the country’s home building industry which:

-  is the largest source of private investment in Scotland

-  contributes £6bn to the economy annually

-  builds 20,000 new homes per annum

-  employs 100,000 people

-  is the largest user of the planning system in Scotland

2.
The latest Housing Statistics for Scotland can be downloaded at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Housing-Regeneration/HSfS.
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